
Hello, 
 
It is my great pleasure to share with you that the Let’s Argue program by Waves Debate & the 
Arthur N. Rupe Foundation is open for registration for Haynes Elementary students! We look 
forward to partnering with you this school year, to provide a high quality, free after school 
enrichment experience for your amazing students.  
 
Hayne’s program is scheduled to meet on Tuesday, 3-4pm under the direction of our School 
Site Coordinator, Coach Tiffany. Your Site Coordinator will be supported by staff coaches in 
order to provide the most engaging experience possible. Everything will take place via Zoom 
through, at least, the end of this session/calendar year. Please note that the program begins on 
9/15 and runs for NINE consecutive weeks. 
 
What are the next steps? 

1. Review the attached material, which includes our registration form for your students, a 
promotional video for parents, and a promotional video for students.  

2. If you feel comfortable and sufficiently informed about the program, disseminate the 
promotional videos and registration link to your 3rd-6th grade students. You are welcome 
to share our materials and registration form via any channels you want; including email, 
social media, and course sites.  

3. If you have any questions, concerns, or would like to set up additional informational 
sessions for your teachers, administrators, or students, please email 
samantha.g.miller@pepperdine.edu ASAP. We are happy to make that happen, but 
want to do it as quickly as possible to allow maximum time for your students to register.  

4. Registered students will receive an email with Zoom and Google Classroom information 
for the program on 9/11/20. This information will be provided to them on the confirmation 
page of the registration form. 

 
FAQs: 

1. Can students in other grades sign up? 
Unfortunately, no. Our curriculum is designed for a specific age range. We look 
forward to expanding in the future, but need to maintain a blanket policy for now 
to ensure the validity of any data collected. 

2. How do parents confirm their registration? 
Parents will receive a message that begins with “Congratulations!” when they 
successfully submit their registration. If they see that screen, they have 
successfully registered their child.  

3. Can you provide another informational session? 
Yes, please contact us as soon as possible. 

4. Who do I contact with questions? 
Samantha Miller, Program Chair. Although you will have amazing site 

coordinators at your school, it is important that all communication go through Samantha, to 
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ensure proper and equitable enactment of program guidelines. You can reach her at 
samantha.g.miller@pepperdine.edu 

5. Are there any weeks “off” in the program? 
We will run consecutively for nine weeks. Then break until school returns after 

the new year. That date is TBD simply because our university schedule is in flux due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

6. Can students register after the program has started? 
Yes! Students can join at any time, but will need to register AND contact 

Samantha.g.miller@pepperdine.edu directly to make sure they are accounted for. Since 
all materials will be in Google Classroom, late students can catch up by watching videos 
and reviewing materials. 

7. Is there a behavior policy? 
Yes. Your school site coordinator will go over the behavior policy during the first 
meeting. That policy does include the option to dismiss students who are 
continuously disruptive. 

8. Will the Zoom meetings be password protected? 
Yes. In order to maximize the safety of the online environment, we will use 

passwords and enable a waiting room. 
9. Who is leading the program/are they qualified? 

Each school has an assigned Site Coordinator who is a Pepperdine University 
student and official employee. The students are trained by our program and have been 
active in the creation of the curriculum. Each Site Coordinator has several years of 
experience in debate and has taught in either the Let’s Argue program or other settings 
on behalf of Waves Debate for at least one year. The site coordinators will be assisted 
by Pepperdine student volunteers who have been trained by our program. Most of our 
volunteers are returning student leaders who have worked with the program for at least 
one year. Your students are in good hands! 

 
Please follow up with any questions, 
 
Samantha Miller 
Let’s Argue Program Chair 
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